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Persian Language and Literature under
the Samanid Period

Prof. Dheeraj Kumar Verma
Department of Persian

Gujarat Arts & Science College
Ahmedabad, Gujarat

The Samanid period which begins in A.D. 874 and ends in
A.D. 999 has been considered as one of the most illuminating
eras in the history of Persian literature. The rulers of this
period were of Iranian origin and they were related to the
famous monarch Bahram Sabir and Bahram Gur. Bahram Gur
who was considered as one of the ancient kings of Persia,
was well versed in Persian language and literature.
The ancestor of this dynasty who gave popularity tolranian
science and literature goes back to a man named Saman or
Saman-i-khadat. After the domination of the Arab to the Iran
for about 200 years, the Samanids came to their identity akin
to that of Iranian and so they gave great importance on
imitating of their personality, culture and so on. As soon as
they captured the power, they resolved to revive the ancient
glory of Iran.
POy The Samamde princes belonged to a warlike line who traced
~ their orig asanians. They proved their soldierly
assion of their native province of
e part of the north eastern
ar defeating the last of the
heir campaigning they found
th art and letters and gathered
nicle of their victories. The
es and occasionally the verses
s early days.
ervices of the Samanids was
and development of Persian
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B e O
literature Persian poetry and prosedwgf ks attained the ful|
bloom during this period- They extended IMMENSe Patrop,
to the poets and scholars 59 that Persnz;‘n ; mlgh.t Fegain he,
national pride and honou” Very soon their capital Bukhg,
arning and education anq the

became a famous seat of le R
town was illuminating with some Jé rsian Poetry,

Of the multitudes of poets and prose writers who flourisheg
at the Samanide Court, only a few of them are known to ys,

though their fragmentary compositions that have beep
| of time and have been handed down to s,

ved the peri
survived the p . Abul Muiyyid Balkhiand some

i, Daqiqi, shahid galkhi,
Rudaki, Daqiq e Hak g

other minor poets like as Abu Nas
Marwatzi, Abu shukur Balkhi and Abu Ishaq were the products

of this period. Muhammad Awfi in his book Lubab-ul-Albab
has mentioned the names of 27 poets of this period.
Amongst the praiser of the Samanids was one Abu Shukur of
Balkh (A.D. 950), who is said to have been the first to
compose in the Rubai or quatrain form, of which great use
was made in later centuries for mystical verse. Some portions
of his compositions showing refreshing simplicity of style

are to be found in the biographical and lexiocographical
dictionaries.

hukur was, the first classical poet
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have mentioned his name in their works. Besides these many
poets and specially his contemporaries like Shahid Balkhi
and Maruf Balkhi and others have experessed their
willingness for the services of Rudaki.

From the study of the Rudaki’s poem, it appears that he is a
very deep in giving description of the natural objects and at
the same time he is specified in maintaining metaphors. His
style is simple and direct and gives evidence of sincerity of
feeling, though there are already apparent in the touches of
the artificiality and floweriness of diction which marred much
of the later poetry.

An often quoted story tells that he composed a lyric so
excellent in its word composition that it succeeded in
convincing his patron were the arguments of many courtiers
had failed. The prince had made a long stay at Herat and the
persuasions of his courtiers, who were languished for their
native Bukhara, proved unavailing until they called the poet
to their aid. Rudaki as it is said composed a beautiful poem
and early in the morning went to the prince and recited
beautifully and the king Nasr bin Ahmed became highly
delighted rather he became intoxicated with rejoice. It is said
that without his shoes he walked and left for Bukhara. The
following Ghazal beings with the following verse:

‘Booye juye mulian ayad hami

Yad-e-yar-e-meharban ayad hami’

“Still the fragrance of the stream Mulian is coming,
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them. Woman, wine and song would not be SUppress ;
theology and songs in praise of them gave sponta:.:I
expression to the poets emotion. €ous
Almost all forms of Persian verse like Qasida, Ry,
: » Ruby
Mathnawi, Ghazal and Fragments have been foung in th'
composition of with a great mastery. Unsari expresses h.e
view about the mastery of in the field of ghazal singjng il:
the following verse:
‘Ghazal-e- war neko bud
Ghazalhai-e-man war nist’
“Ghazal like that of Rudaqi was fine
My ghazals are not like that of Rudagqi.”
His work which was of large extent, included three historical
romances of which the best known, Wamak and Azra was
~ basedon Pahlawi materials and found many imitators and
_adaptors. None of these romantic poems has survived but
er of his panegyrics and odes have been preserved
ical works and anthologies.
d form of ‘Kalila-wa-Damna’ is an another work
gin of this work was compiled by Ibn-i-Mugaffa,
nlearned man from the Pahlavi into Persian. Onlya
lets from the book have come down to Us. There
atroversies regarding the number of 's verses: -
0 Muhammad Awfi, the author of Lubab-ul Albab,
fwere recorded in the form of one hundred bool
drtunately except a Divan nothing could survive 1"
"'?', e. In the later part of his life lost the favour of his
and died in poverty in about the year 940-41 AD.
2r poet who flourished in the encouraging atmO-‘>F’h"gr |

e his
1anide court was Dagiqi. Little is known about J

o )

- A

is said to have been a 7orastrian bY ;0
Ms on the basis of their Stat:m\;orld's
._.',.I : ’ - f t e 1
/es the poet’s view 0 e hatPr

ruby lips, the music of
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Zoroaster’s teaching and red wine. He is best known to fame
for having undertaken to set into the epic form of the
Shahnama the ancient Iranian materials that he had collected
for his patron. But he had only completed a thousand verses
when he was murdered by a slave. His work contains a little
under one thousand verses dealing with the introduction of
the new religion by Zoroaster under Gustasp and with the
conflict arising between him and Arjasp on account of it.
Firdausi has incorporated all that has been preserved in his
Shahnama.

From the few survival panegyrics of Dagiqi, it can come to
the conclusion that the poet was advocating a special kind
of style particularly the ripeness and the clarity in his verses.
He gives advice and admonitions and invites the readers to
attain the manly qualities throughout his panegyric poems.
Abul Hussain Shahid Balkhi is an another important poet of
the Samanide period. The poet Shahid Balkhi has composed
verses in all branches of poetry as being a learned man and
a great poet of his age. He was expert both in Arabic and
Persian languages and the name of one of his Arabic poems
is found in the book ‘Lubab-ul-Albab’ of Muhammad Awfi.
Besides composing poems, the poet also possessed a great
proficiency in philosophy who had a fierce discussion against
Muhammad Zakaria

|
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anide period aleo con?nbu't‘:ld I’:'I()itnt ’;:":'Zrmm, ¢ |

o s well as translating HOTKS “51an pr,, |
original 8% V{ﬁ' ihis time. The foundation of Persis o,
appeared duriD Eth,.lg;,manide period. Of the prose
s also 1aid 10 ",|’ tance 2 ONe Was hf:tor;r-g .
four were of specid imp ol in their subiect mas % One

dicine two were exegetical in their SUDJECt mattgy
;nr:f. style of these works are sujnple, s:ra{ght forwarg
objective. NO particular ?ttentlon Was given on phr,,
idioms and rhymses which became popular in the (g,
periods, Repeatation of words and sentences Were shart zng
précised and a limited number of‘ofhcnal, scientific ang
religious terms were used. The Persian prose of this peripg
is devoid of all those literary formalities and artifices yre
became the distinguishing feature of the later day Persz,
prose and poetry, both in Iran and in India. Another
characteristic of the Samanide prose is the disregarding of
Arabic works and terminologies.
Abu Ali Muhammad bin Muhammad Balami becare:
minister of Khurasan during the reign of Mansur bin Nuar
the year 365 A.H. He was an inhabitant of the city of Balsm
of Rome. His father, the elder Balami was a successfu!
minister under the Samanids. He translated the “Tarikh-
Tabari” from Arabic into Persian towards the middle of th
¥ century AH. Its prose is very simple, lucid and fluent. !
appears that the style of the Samanide period was Vel
simple and at an earliest stage, ,
ﬁr;znf:: :ﬁe grecious gems 9f the Persian prose works :ﬂ;hz:'
'Tar;kh-i-rl:t‘ja the peril of time and have reached ur‘t)anf"
haattu Ar15 considered to he the most impo ”

alamihas rendered the Arabic wordings, Phrasé?

idiome i ; . A rioind
r?::)m *Into Persian in a refined manner keeping thell orig
J'”"”}.;

: ple

dCCoUn }undlslurbed- The hook contains the valg:the
IS Trom the inning

1 century A4 w time of Adam upto the heginn Ve
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assigned much importance to this book as it enshrines with.
many historical anecdotes not to be found anywhere else.
‘Mugaddam-e-Shahnama’ is an another prose work in Persian
which was written in 346 A.H. on the initiative of Abu Mansur
Muhammad bin Abdur Razzak, the ruler of Tus and it was
added to the Shahnama which was in prose. It’s writer was
Abul Mansur bin Abdullah Al Mamari. This was a collection
of Persian stories and traditions made by a number of
bibliophiles. When Firdausi later on composed his Shahnama,
the same magaddama was added to the beginning of the
Shahnama of Firdawsi.
‘Tarjama-i-Tafsir-i-Tabari’ is also an important prose work of
the samanid period. This Tafsir was translated into Persian
by the order of Mansur bin Nuh. A committee consisting of
.~ learned men from Transoxina was formed to make the
~translation of Tabari and commentary of the Holy Quran.
Sometimes back actions were taken in Iran to publish the
work.
Besides these another important book ‘Kitab-i-Mansuri’ on
medicine was compiled by Abu bakr Muhammad ibn zakariya
; aI-Ram (also known by Latinized versions of his name,Rhazes
~ orRasis, 5hlch was dedlcated to Abu Salih Mansur, the
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