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Economics during the regime of Principal W, A, Hirst, and we are now. unable

to think of the Gu;arat College except in terms of Prof. Commissariat and vice

versa; and we have still the gratification to see that scholarly head and hear that

.gentle voice expatiating on the rich records of the Muse of History in a different

atmosphere and before an entirely different generation of students. He is a be-
liever in solid work and no show, and though his unassuming habits and retiring
manners have prevented him from coming into the limelight of popular recogni-
tion, they have never succeeded in concealing from his pupils his deep scholarship
and kindly disposition, He has given the best of his years and experience to

laborious research in the field of history, and the crowning achievement of his

life will be his History of Gujarat, which is soon expected to see the light of day.

The name of Principal G.Findlay Shirras figures, as confidently expected by~
us, as a Fellow of the University in the list of Government nominees. It has
also been recently announced to our entire satisfaction that Prof. D.D. Kanga >~

has been elected on the Senate by the members of the Faculty of Science. We

‘have no doubt that these thrée gentleman will work whole heartedly for the fure

therance of education in our Presidency, with an eye to the interests of the Gujarat
College, whenever the interests of the pwrtlcular do not clash with those of the
universal,

The appointment of Principal Shirras was a matter of course not only be-
cause of his abilities but as being the head of a great institution; the elections

-of Profs. Commissariat and Kanga created general satisfaction among their students,

friends and well wishers, but no surprise, for this distinction is certainly due to
persons of their ripe age and erudition. There was one worthy name, however,
whose election was hailed with delight throughout this province; and indeed the
Registered Graduates of this University have ample reason to congratulate them-

Editorial Notes. = = 8"

-~

selves on their sound sense and discrimination which led them to send Mrs.\—

Sharda S. Mehta B. A. as their representative to the Senate. She, with her elder
sister Lady Nilkanth, was the first Gujarati lady graduate; she is the first lady
Fellow to be elected by the Registered Graduates; and we are sure for a consi-
derable time past she is the first in the hearts of the women—folk of this province,

“Service and self-sacrifice may be considered to be her motto as well as that of

her able consort Dr, Sumant B, Mehta, “the tribune of the people” as he was
lately designated in an article on him in one of our leading periodicals. Every

learned person feels, what Mrs, Mehta seems to have realised in life, that know-
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. But at present India, unlike Germany, is politically a subject nation.-Yet we
are a nation- with a noble heritage; we are proud of our ancient culture, our great
‘religions, our -glorious traditions and achievements, If the British schoolboys desire
to have a glimpse into Indian social life, they would be well advised to abandon
all aristocratic aloofness and meet Indian youths on terms of social equality. It is
-said that the genuine appreciation of the objective is only possible by and through
the subjective aspect. Goethe had this principle in mind when he observed that a
traveller does not take anything out of Rome which he has not first brought into
it. In order that this trip of the British schoolboys may prove a success it is
.essential that they bring with them a pure and sympathetic heart to imbibe all
that is great and good in our country, and an open and liberal mind, untainted by
that squint-eyed Mayo-mentality, which takes a malignant delight in presenting only
the seamy -side of -Indian life, Dr. Johnson, in one of his sweeping condemnations in
which he did not even spare himself, once observed : —“Foreigners are fools;” "and
fools they are and do remain till they gather wisdom by a sympathetic study of
the people they are visiting. It is not necessary, even when possible, for the
British boys to furnish their minds with all the information gathered by foreign
‘writers on Indian life from Megasthenes to Miss- Mayo. No nation on earth, and
‘India least of all, can ever be dead to the appeal of love, and there are nations
in India which have carried their love to logical extremes by caring overmuch
for lives of insects and worms, What India wants is sympathy and love, Let the
British .youths come to us with these two rare commodities in their knapsacks,
and we have no doubt that these virtues will merit more than their own reward,
and “that these British youths will sail home wafted by the blessings of a
gratlﬁed nation. : ’

Cx X X X %

 We beg to mv1te the serious attention of our readers to the ¢ Appeal” made
elsewhere in these pages by Prof. D. D. Kanga in connection with the evils of
early marriages, which have sapped the vitality of our people and reduced India
‘to a nation of weaklings, We take it as a misforture that we should have here
‘to devote even a couple of paragraphs on such a transparent subject, the disas-
trous aspects of which are admitted and consequently shunned by all civilized
_nations, Early marriages are the self-erected obstacles of India, justified by the
unreasonable and the orthodox and sanctified with the superstitions of the igno-
tant, It will not do to quote scrlptures in support of an absurd custom, which
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are to the country in general, that they must take precedence even over our
struggles for political liberty, just as considerations of health must override every
other consideration whatever its importance, The spirit of reform is abroad; let
Indian youths march in the vanguard of progress, displaying their enthusiasm
not in words but in deeds, and bestowing their best efforts in washing out this
stain from the fair name of our beloved country.

Sheth Khushalchand Nagarsheth’s services to the city of Ahmedabad

during the Maratha occupation of A. D. 1725.
By ‘
M. S, Commissariat, I, E. S.

It can hardly be denied that, if we leave aside the houses that have held
regal away in Gujarat, there is no other family that has played a more important
or illustrious part in the history of this province than that of the Nagarsheths of
Ahmedabad, The founder of the greatness of this wealthy and influential Jain
.family was Shantidas Jhaveri who was honoured at the court of three successive
Mughal Emperors, viz, Jahangir, Shah Jahan and Aurahgzeb, and who is said to
have received at the hands of Jahangir the title of Nagarsheth or Lord Mayor
of Ahmedabad, which his descendants have continued to enjoy for the last three
hundred years, It was this famous Shantidas who built in Samvat 1678 (A.D.
1622) in the suburb of Saraspur at Ahmedabad, then called Bibipur, the magni-
ficent Jain temple of Chintamani Parswanath which has been so fully described
by the German traveller Mandelslo who visited the city in 1638, and which was
unfortunately desecrated by the orders of Prince Aurangzeb when he was Viceroy
at Ahmedabad under his father Shah Jahan in the year 1645.

Sheth Khushalchand, who ‘forms the subject of this paper, was the son of
Lakshmichand and grandson of Sheth Shantidas, and he flourished at the period
when the Emperor Mohammad Shah (1719-48) was reigning at Delhi. The
signal services which Khushalchand rendered to his native city of Ahmedabad on
the occasion of the Maratha occupation of the capital of Gujarat in 1725 is re-
corded in an interesting document which is the basis of this article. The writer
is indebted to the courtesy and ready help of Sheth Kasturbhai Manibhai Pre-
mabhai, the present Nagarsheth of the city, for placing this valuable manuscript
at his disposal in the interest of historical research,

fy'
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Nagarsheth Khushalchand’s Services. 9

The document, a facsimile of which is produced in this paper, is in the
form of a long roll 42” long and 8} ” broad. It is written in old Gujarati of
the first quarter of the cighteenth century in black ink which is in excellent pre-
servation. Being a document drafted by the Mahajans or the mercantile commu.
nity of the city, the language is naturally that of the market-place. The main
text is followed by fifty-three signatures of traders and merchants, both Muham.
madan and Hindu. It may be noted that though the text refers to the Dutch,
English and French merchants or factors living at Ahmedabad at this period, we
have unfortunately nosignature on the part of any member of these foreign nationalities,

We give below the transcript of the Gujarati text of the Letter or Instrument
delivered by the Mahajans of Ahmedabad to Sheth Khushalchand Lakshmichand,
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The English translation of the document is given below :

“In the Samvat year ‘1781 of the glorious King Vikram, Saka- 1646, the
13th of the bright half of the month of Ashvina (October 8, 1725): To Shethji
Khushalchandjee. son. of Lakshmichandji: We, the signatories, the combined
Mahajans of the city of Ahmedabad,—

(to wit) Sha Kishorchand Ranchhoddas, Sha Avchaldas Vallabhdas, Sha Ka-
malnendas Ganeshdas, Sha Gangadas Tapidas, Sha Bulakhidas Vitjee, Sha Jeychand
Valam, Bohora Mahmud Wahed, Miya Abubakr Shah Bhaikhanjee, as also all
wholesale dealers; and the Dutch, the English and the French; as well as Malaus
and the middlemen; and Sha Velchand Jeykarna and Sha Kishor Kashi; and
others, that is, all the Mahajans (trades-guilds) of the city of Ahmedabad,—

So resolve of our own free will and pleasure to the effect that when, during
the rule of the Nawab Hamidkhanjee, the hordes of the plunderers (Marathas)
came to loot the city, Sethji (5) Khushalchandji Lakshichandji saved us and the
city from being plundered by spending money from his own resources and at
the risk of his life; for which reason all the Mahajans do resolve of our free will
that on all goods stamped at the customs house, as also on all commodities, spices
and silks entering into or leaving the city, we shall pay at the rate of four annas
for every hundred rupees’ worth of goods, as also those (shall pay) who are



Signatories to the Document delivered
to Sheth Khushalchand in A. D. 1723,
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riotic action of Sheth Khushalchand who was at the time the Nagarsheth. The
document transcribed in this paper, and dated October 8, 1725, was intended to
give expression to the gratitude of the citizens at their deliverance.

But though the Maratha allies of Nawab Hamid Khanji spared the capital,
we learn from the Miraz-i-Ahmadi that they spread all over the adjoining country
plundering and burning wherever they went. Sarkhej, then a populous and wealthy
suburb of Ahmedabad, seems to have suffered most terribly at the hands of these
lawless intruders, who are described in this document and in all the records of
the times under the designation of “plunderers”, “The better class of inhabitants”
(at Sarkhej) says the Persian historian, “immolated their wives and children in
the mode known as /Jaw/iar, while many hundreds of high-born women threw
themselves into wells or ponds to avoid outrage, Thus too, in the hamlet across
the Sabarmati, where the Afghans lived, many women were slain by their relatives”
These graphic details by a writer who was also an eye-witness help to give us
an idea of the atrocities which the citizens of Ahmedabad escaped in 1725 at

the time of the Maratha occupation owing to the intervention of the Nagarsheth
Khushalchand.

The grant of four annas in the hundred on all goods which paid octroi at
Ahmedabad continued to be enjoyed by Sheth Khushalchand and his heirs for
practically one hundred years. But in the second decade of the nineteenth century,
after the city came into the possession of the British in 1817, the Company’s Gov-
ernment decided to commute the payment for an annual political pension of Rs,
2,113 by an order dated 25th July 1820, and this amount is still received by the
descendants of this historical family. '

An Appeal.

My dear sisters and brothers,

I want your help and co-operation in a very important matter, I have no
doubt, educated and farsighted as you'are, you will give it joyfully and cheerfully.
You have all a great love for your country; you want to make it great; you want
to raise it in the eyes of the world. Do you think you would be able to
achieve these objects if you allow child marriages to continue in your community ?
Do you not think it is high time that these early marriages should cease, once
and for all? What does a little girl of 10 or 12 know of marriage? She is a
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‘The Golden Jubilee of our Alma Mater.

He was a wise man who first conceived of an educational institution as an
“ Alma Mater ” or benign mother, for nothing on this sublunar sphere is so cal-
culated to soothe, refine and elevate the human mind as that incarnation of love
and mercy, that rainbow of hope between heaven and earth, which man discovers
in his own mother, There is something ineffably sacred in one’s mother and as
Coleridge puts it :—% A mother is a mother still, the holiest thing alive,” Manu,
the greatest among the Hindu jurists, observes :—A teacher is entitled to respect,
but the father is a thousand times more venerable than the teacher, and the mother
a thousand times more venerable than the father, So too does the Islamictradition
record its opinion when it says: ¢ Paradise lies beneath the feet of the mother,”
while the Hebrew proverb can scarcely be said to exaggerate when it remarks:—
“ God cannot be everywhere, therefore he made mothers.” There may be two
opinions about womankind but in all times and countries, no son, who deserves
the name, can ever help regarding his mother as worthy of his deepest affection
and reverence. '

The term mother has lovingly entwined itself more particularly round three
of our most sacred conceptions—God, the country and our academies, To Western
mythology the idea of God in a maternal form may not be unknown, yet Chris-
tianity has familiarised us with the notion of God' the Father. To the East the
conception of God the Father is as natural as it is to the West, yet the Hindoos
have ever gloried in the worship of the * Mata "—the Divine Mother, The West,
generally though not always, speaks of the native country as fatherland,” the
East invariably as “ motherland:” in the West we have the proverb :—“Dulce et
decorum est pro patria mori” (it is sweet and glorious to die for one’s father-
land); in the East we say * Vande Matram ” (1 bow to my motherland ). Rivers,
strange to say, are masculine in the West, where they talk of “Father Tiber ”
and “Father Thames”; to us rivers are invariably feminine, essentially sacred, and
regarded as the mothers of the worshippers. But the East joins hands with the
West when they both agree to designate an educational institution as “alma mater”;
and a College must be to an ideal student as sacred as the Divinity, as affec-
tionate as his own mother, as pure and sin-absolving as rivers, and as much the
source of his pride and his glory as his own mothetland,

But this year we have a special occasion to manifest our affectionate esteem
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pers and the priests appointed to administer intellectual comfort are both alike
the adorers of the Goddess of Learning. Education in the right sense is not a
burden as it was to the ass carrying a load of books on his back and remaining
an ass still all along his life. Education is rather an alchemy that transforms the
crude and selfish material of youth to enable it to observe life from a more noble,
sympathetic and enlightened point of view. If a College undertakes to impart
only book-~knowledge to the young, both books and College are not worth a fig.
A young lady once boasted before Dr. Johnson of her proficiency in several
languages. “ Madam ”, came the crushing reply, “ You have then so many more
ways of expressing your folly.” And indeed what is knowledge without wisdom,
what is learning without character ? Bacon was second only to Aristotle in the
encyclopeedic range of his knowledge, and yet he is damned to everlasting fame
as “the wisest, brightest, meanest of mankind.” Knowledge elevates a man of cha-
racter but degrades one who acquires it for his own sinister purposes, He that
crosses the threshold of a College without first cleansing his conscience of the
perilous stuff of sin will find to his cost that he has graduated in fraud or taken
his master's Degree in the art of villainy,

A College does not merely consist of lecture-rooms, but it is an academy,
temple and gymnasium all in one, enabling the students to evolve their complete
“Dharma” by administering to their intellectual, spiritual and physical culture. Those
that study for their Arts’ Degree will remember that Art is not merely to be
pursued for pleasure or for profession, but that it is the sister of religion and
“from our life a nobler life doth shape,” Students of Science will keep an equal-
ly high ideal before them—to explore the secrets of nature, to enable mankind
more cheerfully to bear the burden of life, and unite the world with the silken
chain of peace and goodwill. “The end of learning” says Milton, “is to repair
the ruins of our first parents by regaining to know God aright and out of that
knowledge to love Him and imitate Him and be like Him.” Education is the
inevitable stimulus needed by youth to awaken it to the infinite though latent
capabilities it has inherited from its divine fountain-head; it is the blissful eye-
opener of youth enabling it to realize the truth of the eternal paradox that each
insignificant part in the creation is in fact as great as the whole, and each par-
ticular includes and comprehends the universal. In Indian sacred lore, knowledge
is never set apart as a fetish, demanding the exclusive and unreasonable adora-
tion of the worshipper. Rather Gnina presupposes the coexistence and cdoperation
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of Karma and Bhakti, so that it is impossible to call a person learned unless he
be both a man of selfless action and whole-hearted devotion. Knowledge is
Minerva’s call to the nations to regensrate and qualify themselves for the coming
Millennium. An ideal School or College is the portal that leads by the highway
of learning to the Kingdom of God that is within us.

No human institution, however, is proof against defects, and the stern mis-
sion of Clio, most impartial of all the nine Muses, is to hold the mirror up to her
subject, portraying it with merciless precision, scars and all. But such a rigid stand-
ard can hardly be applied to one who undsrtakes to narrate the history of his
College, for where is that unworthy son of Adam who is so hzartless as to- sit
down and analyse in cold blood his mother’s deficiencies and short comings ?
Truly has Maetetlinck said:—<“All mothers are rich when they love their children;
there are no poor mothers, no ugly ones, no old ones.” To an alumnus of the
College let his institution be always suffused with the light divine which never
was on sea or land; let it be to him ever so rich in inexhaustible virtues as to
build the character and mould the ideals of millions of youths. As in the case
of the Gods of the Aryan Pantheon, the laurels which a College wears must be
regarded as evergreen and unfading. Radiant with the graces of maternal love,
a College remains ever fair, ever youthful, and “Time writes no wrinkle on her

deathless brow.” The cause of this perpetual juvenility of the College must be ¥~

attributed to its constant association with the young, for hardly is a student above
25 to be seen within its walls; still more rarely is a teacher above 55 suffered to
discharge his duties in this perennial haunt of youth and joy. Youth, cheerfulness
and activity are welcomed in her domain; old age, weariness and gloom are banish.
ed from her precints, Hume once said that when he thought of his mother he
thought of immortality, for there was something in the character and virtues of
his mother which he was unable to reconcile with final dissolution. Let this be
our last word for our mother=institution. Let her immortal function be to carry
enlightenment to endless generations of youths; let her prove herself the nucleus
of the long-expected University of our province; let her blessings on her dutiful
sons enable them to prove themselves worthy of the well of wisdom undefiled
whereof they have tasted; and let this humble laurel at her feet prove acceptable
to the Benign Mother from her affectionate and devoted son—

F. C. Davar, |
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a privileged minority ruthlessly exploits a helpless proletariate. This system
violates the fundamentals of justice and equity. Indian civilisation is prima facie
opposed to such a system. This new exotic, introduced here thoughtlessly, cuts
right across the social organisation of the dormant Indian culture. The task of
economic thinkers is, thus, to carefully think out the right economic policy for
India ; and the future of our Motherland will depend on the solutions found.

To hbegin with, our policy must be to avoid the gross injustice of a militant
industrialism, Perhaps even by now, we have had enough of experience of the
constant and furious struggle between capital and labour. The evils emanating
from the present ¢ regime ' must be remedied ere it is too late. And for this the
first and most outstanding feature which strikes us in the eye should go; and it
is this: as long as production of wealth in the country is regulated by . individual
caprice for self-aggrandisement, there is no knowing whither it will lead us. The
production of wealth must always be for the ‘use’ of the society as a whole,
It is the use and rot the aggregate amount of wealth which should be of primary
concern. The amount of wealth in India may seem to increase with glittering
motor cars and luxurious coaches; and yet the masses may not be any the better
for that-nay, worse perhaps. It is painful to see India drifting into the clutches
of rank materialism, productive of discontent and discord of which we have been
seeing a good deal. Indeed, we can not thrive on-a * mutilated humanity. ’

The society, we cannot forget, is an organic unit, It can never be a sane and
wise policy to over-feed one part of it and leave another in starvation, If the
organism is to thrive, the progress must be from all the points of the compass.
Overwhelming excess of wealth at one end of the social ladder dazzles our vision,
and we are unable to see the untold misery of the masses, We in India can not
afford to forget that-—

“Ill fares the land to hastening ills a prey,
Where wealth accumulates and men decay.”

If wealth may be accumulating in certain parts of the community, men are
most certainly decaying in the rank and file. Perhaps the panacea lies, therefore,
in terminating the callous and ruthless exploitation of the poor proletariate
at the iron hands of the rapacious few, who want to extort ¢ something from nothing.’

Thus our war is against the existing system of wealth production and its
subsequent distribution. It is not a natural plant of our land but a foreign exotic
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*A Letter from London.
To,

The Editor,

The Gujarat College Magazine.
Sir,

There appeared an advertisement in one of the leading papers of Berlin a
few days ago to the effect that a wealthy Viennese young lady had now decided
to get married. All suitors were requested to reserve the best seats in a particular
opera of Berlin, such that they might all have a perfect view of that lady, who
would be present there wearing a red rose on her white fur coat. 'On that day
the audience was unusually crowded especially with gents-young and old. They
were present long before the show was to start, all waiting to see the lady in
white. It was 7, 8 and half past eight of the clock but she never arrived. The
show commenced. All the suitors were tickled to death with disappointment. One
of them got wild with rage and caught hold of the lady that was conducting the
orchestra. All the suitors followed him, The lady was perfectly innocent, She was
perplexed and fainted before the police arrived. It was later learnt that it was the
trick of the husband of this lady of the Orchestra, to ensure her a splendid
audience-without her knowledge of course—on the first night of her musical perfor«
mance in that Opera. ' ”

But if the Viennese lady was already married, Saraswati Devi of our Hindu
mythology is not, The Viennese lady disappointed all her suitors: they learnt with
bitter disappointment that they had backed a wrong horse, Suitors of Saraswati
Devi are rarely disappointed. The Viennese lady was after all human; Saraswati
Devi is superhuman and she can and does love most of her suitors at the same
time: and responded love obviously means happiness to the suitors,

I reckon all the Indian students that come over here for further studies as
suitors of our Saraswati Devi. Each of them has an aim to rise high in life and
be worthy of the respect of his countrymen; and this is a noble aim indeed,
They all deserve our respect; but more so if they are from our Gujarat College.
In whatever go of life he is destined to enter, at whatever distance he is workirg

* We produce with pleasure a letter which we received from London from an old boy of this
College who had a brilliant career, and who has here taken the trouble to supply us with a pretty
long list of the students of our Alma Mater now prosecuting their studies in England.

~-Editor: G. C. MAGAZINE:
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An appeal to the youths. 29

~ But one will find, without fail, that these are the very problems which con-
stitute our Indian Economics. It is a most regrettable fact that many of the edu.
cated people have no idea of this invaluable science. The present article aims to
popularize the study of Indian Economics. One who peeps into it finds it most

interesting and useful, It had its birth in India at the hands of Ranade and others.

But it is not developed to an appreciable extent. Its study has been limited only
to a few scholars and leaders. When we acknowledge its importance, is it not our
duty to make it known to every soul of the land? Let us try to find out the
reasons why this science is not fully developed.

Only 5 p. c. of the population is literate and about go p. c. of the popula-
tion is living in the villages. More than 70 p. c. of the population depends wholly
upon agriculture, Under these circumstances it is difficult for Indian Economics
to reach every individual. One is impatient to know what the Universities are
doing to spread its knowledge. It is astonishing to find that such an interesting
subject is an optional subject in the B. A, for Honours Students, It is said that
in America the boys are taught the rudiments of Economics even at the age of
about twelve, Some of the subjects in the University curricula are said to be
useless and burdensome to the average student. By removing such subjects, is it

‘not possible to give place to Indian Economics even from the Matriculation and

onwards ? It will be found to be the most useful in their practical life. Secondly,
what have the learned economists of the country done to popularize it ? To be
frank, many of them seem to be arm-chair economists. They are good on plat-
forms, not amidst the peasants. They realize the importance of Rural Economics
but they are not ready to visit any village, They are ashamed to talk with the
poor farmers, Thay seem to feel the distress of those miserable cuitivators but
have no ear to hear their distress. Their duty does notend by supplying food to
the press and platform but should extend further to serve the agriculturists directly.
But hardly a few will do this work. It is not an easy thing to move from one

- village to another, studying its conditions and explaining to the farmers the causes

of their backwardness. But one of the greatest difficulties which hinders the deve-
lopment of Indian Economics is, to my mind the use of foreign language. Almost
all the books on Indian Economics are written in English. Now one can very
well imagine why this science has remained a sealed book to so many. But it is
possible to get rid of this difficulty. It is very much to be wished that books on
Indian Economics be written in the Vernacular. I do not think that it will have
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He also gave an accurate value of m The coirect value of # was not known
in Europe before Purbach ( 1423-61).

He also knew of the divisions of the heavens into twelve equal parts and he
explained the true cause of solar and lunar eclipses. He also knew that the earth
revolves on its axis. His work is the earliest Hindu work on pure mathematics.

Brahmagupta was born in 598 and is the next Hindu mathematician of note.
He proved the Pythagorean property of a right-angled triangle and determined
also the surface and volume of a pyramid and a cone. He also wrote on Arith-
metic, Algebra, Geometry and Astronomy. He found out an expression for the
area of a triangle and of a quadrilateral in terms of its sides. He also gave rules
for finding the area of a segment of a circle, He also knew something of kinetics,

A mathematician of great abilities that lived after Brahmagupta was a Jain
by name Mahaviracharya. He flourished by the middle of the ninth century in
the South when all his predecessors flourished in the North. His work, the well-

known Wford |ITHAT is quite independent of the work of his predecessors, He
was the first man to make use of Algebra in Geometry and advance the subject
of conic sections. Though all the other mathematicians treated the areas of polygons,
Mahaviracharya was the only one to make any point of these that are re-entrant.
Bhaskara was born at Vijjadvid near Sahyadri in A, D. 1114. He was a man of
exceptional eminence and was the head of an astrological observatory at Ujjain,
He used the decimal system in his works. He invented the art of placing the
numerator over the denominator in a fraction. He invented also the radical sign.
This was not known in Europe before the sixteenth century, He also proved the
following ;
X X 0=0; 0%=0 40=0 X + 0 =¢,

ITe also gave rules for finding permutations and combinations. He has also
given an approximate value of z. He has treated examples on interest, discount,
partnership, arithmetical progression, geometrical progression, solutions of quadratic
equations and problems on triangles and quadrilaterals. From his works we are
able to know the social and economic conditions of the twelth century. The inter-
est charged for money varied from 3} to 5 percent per month. A female slave
when sixteen years old was most valuable and subsequently she decreased in
value in inverse proporiion to her age.

He even ptoves the formula d (sin §) = cos 8 d 6,
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is the immortal Ramayana, A poct cannot but feel. To use Shakespcarean
phraseology, feeling is the badge of the tribe of poets.

Here we meet with two divisions of poetry-subjective and objective. A poct
is subjective when he gives vent to his personal feelings and he is objective when
he expresses universal feelings, There cannot be clear—cut divisions between the
two, Though some poets are purely subjective and others objective, a great poet
is both subjective and objective, As Mr. A. G. Gardiner says, there is a ‘universe’
of Shakespeare. And who that has read the great- master will refuse to admit
the truth of this?

Also we must draw a line of demarcation between what is poetry and what
is not. As all that glitters is not gold, so also all that is written in verse is not
poetry. It may be versification but not poetry. To quote a critic, such writers
“are but rhymers if not journey-men versesmiths,” Though we must admit that
poetry should have matter and manner, matter is more important of the two,
Opinions differ as regards Pope’s poetry inspite of the fact that it is technically
perfect, We are familiar with the oft-quoted line, Pope “made poetry a mere
mechanic art,” Similarly the day is not distant when the merits of the poetry of
Browning will be called into question. He cares wholly for matter, to the exclu-
sion of manner. Also in the treatment of the former, he is too psychological, too
scientific and too analytic, Now poetry is synthetic. It is an art, not a science,
On the other hand the poetry of Walt Whitman and some modern writers though
not satisfying the canons of versification belongs to the class of poetry. Even
prose can be poetic, Bulwer Lytton gives the name of ‘poet’ to prosewriters
whose prose reads like poetry. The English translation of Dr. Tagore’s ‘Gitanjali’
is in prose, still who will not admit that it is poetry of the highest kind ? It is a
controversial point whether poetry can admit of reasoning. In other words can it
be the result of intellect? Here we have the authority of Coleridge who lays
down that ® poetry should have head and heart as well as point and drapery.’

This brings us to a consideration of the factors that contribute to the making
of a poet. In the first .place poets are born, not made. Again a poet is a creator.
Creativeness is the life and breath of art.

Imagination is the keynote of poetry. Poets fly on the wings of poesy.’
Their soarings have no limit; they are as extensive as the universe itself. They
are singers of beauty. As Flecker says, *beauty lives though lilies die’ They find
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God. “A fugitive and cloistered virtue' had never been his ideal, His work “Areo-
pagitica” must be considered glorious as it deals with the liberty of the press;
while his other pamphlets on “Divorce,” on “Church Government” and others are
considered worthless and ridiculous as the language used therein is abusive and vulgar.

Milton’s advocacy of Iibérty.totally failed, when Charles II was restored to
the throne. In 1660 the Commonwealth came to an end and its chiefs were in
danger of their lives. How or why Milton escaped death is a mystery. The

Smot T ‘nal Ry bk yesapii AT was ereaved ol Tiehios Wi fortune.  But
for all these afflictions, the world would not have been favoured with the imthtie~

tal gifts of “Paradise Lost” and *Paradise Regained.”

From his very birth Milton thought himself to have been born to achieve a
great purpose and he conceived the idea of executing some great work which
should “justify the ways of God to man,” a work in which he might be the inter—
preter of the wisest and sagest things to his countrymen. He aspired to rival
the fame of Homer and Virgil, his illustrious predecessors. Milton finished his
glorious and immortal works ¢ Paradise Lost” in 1667, and *Paradise Regained ”
and “Samson Agonistes” in 1671. '

The style of Milton stands aloof from the styles of his contemporaries. In reading
“Paradise Lost” we find a style of thought and expression more familiar to us and
more comprehensive than in other writers of the time, This is due to the great-
ness of the work and it is at the same time a proof of that greatness. This poem
is not written for an age but for all times. It is the first and greatest of English

-artificial epics, so as to be the model for all such works in future:

The narrative is kept within due limits and is closély united with the main
action of the poem. The « Paradise Lost,” a «literary epic ” though it be, possesses
a wider interest than any of its predecessors, Homer, though fresh and mighty
as the ocean, deals not with man but men, with times not with time and
Eternity. In this great “ Epic of Puritanism ” the central figure is no individual
man but mankind itself typified in the person of Adam, the first of the race.

The sources from which Milton took his subject are not certain and opinions
differ about the matter, But the sum and substance is that Milton was a great

borrower, and as Emerson truly says,  The greatest genius is the most indebted

.man, and no great men are original.” Milton himself defends - this when he

writes, “to borrow and better in the borrowing is no plagiary.” It is true that
Milton was a profound rcader and was greatly influenced by these writers, though

s,
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ey warcw DEGINS fru.. .v25, when he wrote two notable poems,

, poetic genius blossomed during his seven years at Cambridge, Milton's fa-
tnous works were “Comus”, “Lycidas” “L’ Allegro” and “Il Penseroso”, which were
written during his stay at Horton. In his earlier poems, we find the loftiness and
-subliihity of his style, which afterwards became the chief characteristics of his
poetry. Milton's lyrics, which are appreciated universally, are the high water-mark
of English verse in the 17th century, In 1629, he had written a “Hymn on the
Nativity,” About that Landor says,” It is incomparably the noblest piece of
dyric in any modern language that I am conversant with,” |

He: was indeed preparing himself for the great achievement of his life. He
was inspired by the Almighty with a passion for tiie good and fair, He had
certainly not trifled with Greek and Latin literature, but “had swallowed the most
copious draughts” from those fountains; yet his patriotism as well as his common
sense directed him to his native tongue. He already felt a prompting that “by
labour and intense study joined with the strong propensity of nature I might
perhaps leave something so written to after times as they should not willingly let
dle " But all was to be done for the “honour and instruction of my country.”

In 1638 Milton lef England for a tour in Italy. In consequence of hearing

the news of controversy in the mother-country Milton returned thinking it disgrace.
ful that while has fellow countrymen were fighting at home for liberty, he should be
travelling abroad at ease for intellectual purposes. It speaks much for his patrio-

tism and self-restraint that he could leave the pleasures, intellectual and social, of
Italy for the dangers at hand in England.

Now Milton descends from the heights of Patnassus to controversial pamph-
leteering, He no longer writes poetry and his whole life takes a sudden change.
He was. cattied out of art into politics, out of poetry into prose; and he stood forth
and assailed prelacy and monarchy with fearless vehemence, During this critical
period Milton indulged in his own favourite virtues, patriotism and the service of
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important present day problems in the economic life of India and invite those as
lecturers who have made an intimate study of the economic conditions of our country.
Let the Society ‘28 give to our country young economists who will, through the
help of their studies, solve the economic problem of our country——once at the

zenith of its prosperity and an object of envy of the world. We wish the Society
a very useful career.

The Social Uplift:

Better late than never. We congralulate Mr. J. G. Dalal of the Senior B. A.
class and his friends on being successful in the admirable task of stopping a cruel
marriage in the Jain community of Ahmedabad. A young gitl of fifteen being
forced to marry an old man of 55 is an incident that can happen in' India only
with its rotten social fabric, The young men of the Jain community, quite true to
their youthful spirit, bestirred themselves and obtained an injunction of the Court
for checking the marriage. We highly commend the action of these young men
for it will inspire the youths throughout the country to be up against social evils.
Only the other day Shrimati Shardaben Mehta exhorted the students of the
College to be wide awake to stop the social oppression of women, We think the
students of the Gujarat College should organise themselves into a band of social
workers taking the severest pledges for the social uplift of this country. We most
eagerly look to that day when a social workers’ organisation shall be formed from
among the students of the College to change the entire face of India’s social
structure, Will not the students of this College, situated as it is in the capital of
Gujarat, gird up their loins when the call to duty has come and when the older
generation is keenly awaiting the solution of the present social problems at the
hands of the energetic young India ?

Rohit Mehta.
( J. B. A. Class).

Report of the Gymkhana Committee.

After all the efforts of the members of the Gymkhana Committee have borne
fruit, and Principal Shirras has very kindly consented to give us the ¢ Students’
Representative Council’ with a student president and a student vice president
instead of the Gymkhana Committee, according to the notice, dated the 17th
August, 1929. Yet the efforts of the Principal and the members of the Gymkhana
Committee are not aver because the constitution of the new S.R.C. still remains
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to be redrafted and sanctioned. I must say that all the members of the Commit-
tee are taking very keen interest in its affairs.

The following are the elected members of the Gymkhana Committee :—

(1) Mr, K. H. Bhagwati }S. B, A. Class.

(2) , C. N. Gosalia

(3) » K. F. Desai

(i) ” N. N. Desai }J B. A. Class.
(5) , F. M. Bhagat

() , N.P. Divetia }I. A. Class,

(7) » D. M. Divetia

(8) , V.D. Mehta }F Y. A. Class,
(9) ” N- K. ]haveri
(10) , B. C Desai Sc. Class.

{ L
(11) , B. S Shah $ J. B. Sc. Class.
(12) , J. M. Patel $ S. B. Sc. Class.
(13) » S. R, Pajwani § M. A. and M. Sc, Classes (combined).
(14) Miss G. J. Kabraji } Representing Lady Students.

Messrs, P. B. Patwari, P. B. Divetia, S. A. Chaudhri, R, B. Desai, K. T.
Desai and P. T, Chhaya are Secretaries for Tennis, Cricket, Hockey, Badminton
and Minor Games, Indian Gymnasium and Debating Union, respectively,

Messrs. Vachhrajani as the cricket captain, Zala as the Hockey Captain, Sodhan
as one of the senior set players elected by these players in the absence of the
champion, and Kaji as the Secretary of the Cooperative Stores, are the ex-officio
members of the Gymkhana Committee,

This term the sports are running on well. It was feared that this year our
cricket team would not fare so well on account of the absence of some of its
veteran players, but the results of the last few matches are very encouraging. We
congratulate Mr. Vachhrajani for being a captain this year. I am quite sure the
team is safe in his able hands, No one can doubt his abilities both as a player
and as a captain. We are sure to win many matches under his able captainship.

Sir Chinubhai Madhavlal has been kind enough to present us a cup which
will be contested by interclass cricket matches. These matches have created much
enthusiasm. It is yet impossible 1o say as to which class shall win the cup,

because the matches are not over,
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In Mr. P. B, Patwari we Hhave both an enthusiastic and energetic Tennis
‘Secretary. I must congratulate this energetic secretary for his remedying to a
certain extent the difficulties of the players of the Junior courts by introducing
the time-arrangement scheme, which is both practicable and time-saving. I must
congratulate Mr, M. J. Joshi for winning for this College. the Sir Navroji All
Ahmedabad singles championship cup. He was also the college champion as well.

Badminton and Minor Games ate going on as usual and are ably managed
by Mr. Desai.

Hockey is ably managed by Mr, Chaudhri, I am very sorry to report that
we have as yet achieved no brilliant success in any one of the matches, But I
expect, for hope is everlasting, that the Hockey people will make a very good
show and thereby do.honour to the college under the captainship of Mr, Zala.

The Indian Gymnasium is ably conducted by Mr. Desai. The attendance is
increasing day by day, It is both very unlucky and disappointing for the College
to have lost Messrs. Vaidya and Gabla, the enthusiasts of the Gymnasium,

Mr, Chhaya, himself a very good debater and orator, is the secretary for the
Debating Union. The Union has shown great vigour and life this time, The
chief feature of it was the lecture of Mrs, Shardabehn Mehta in Gujarati, I must
not forget to say that under the auspices of this very Union Prof. Correia, who
returned from Oxford very recently after having won high distinction at the Uni-
versity ahd unique honour at the Union, was given a hearty welcome and was
also presented with an address. Now the College Debating Union will rise to
higher glory with him as its pilot.

Lastly, I owe my best thanks to the Professots incharge of games for help-
ing in carrying out the work of the Gymkhana. I also beg to thank Principal
Shirras for the very kind and prompt advice and help that he has been giving
me in carrying out the arduous duties of the General Secretary,

C. N. Gosalia

Hon. General Secretary.
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The Gujarat College Scientific Association,

¢ Science means an organised knowledge of facts’,

In submitting this scanty yet pleasing report we are over-whelmed with
pride and satisfaction,

It will be quite consistent and necessary to note the following changes in
the office-bearers :—
President :—Prof, V. M. Gaitonde,
Vice President :—Prof, S. L. Ajrekar.
Treasurer :—Mr. K, S. Nargund,
Hon. Secretaries -—Miss G. J. Kabraji (S. B. Sc.)
Mr. Batuk Desai (I. Sc.)

We are pleased to note our splendid progress in the ditection of enlistment
of new members this term,

Our stercotyped constitution has under-gone a happy change by the affili-
ation of the Faculty of Mathematics to the Scientific Association. The appointment
of Prof. Gaitonde as the president of the Association has bridged the gulf of
difference which existed till recent times between Arts and Science,

Our opening lecture on * Inter-marriages” has clearly shown that social
problems are not the monopoly of the Arts College only.

We have had a fine and attractive programme of scientific subjects this
term. The subjects selected were such as would advance with rapid strides the
knowledge of science among the students.

Our hearts throb with joy to note the splendid successes attained by students at
the University Examinations in the Inter-Science and B. Sc. classes. Mr. Mehta A.P.
from Inter—Science has stood on the highest rung of the examination ladder, and
has obtained the Petit scholarship, Mr. Dave N, M. has topped the listin Physics
and has thereby captured the Ellis—prize, In B. Sc. the remarkable success of Mr.
N. M. Bhatt commands due admiration and congratulations from us., We note
with great joy his appointment as the Dakshina Fellow.

The striking enthusiasm among the members of the managing committee of
the Association makes us anticipate a bright future, The members aspire to have
a grand gathering the like of which has not taken place in the past.

Principal Shirras and Mrs. Shirras have shown a keen and warm interest in
our Association, and so our thanks are due to them.

~
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withdraws to give place to Rama—and Prof. Correia follows his foot steps; and
- whatever addresses of honour and words of congratulations we utter are mere
trifles when compared to the ocean of intelligence as represented by Prof, Correia,
His ripe experience, I hope, shall serve as a guide, philosopher and friend to the
Union aud shall lead us to the glory of oratory and eloquence; for to get a man,
whose ideas are quoted by journals and newspapers as the ideas of the day, will
no doubt be considered a rare smile that fortune bestows on few.

The Union opened its sessions with a debate on “East is East and West is
West and never the twain shall meet,” and :the lucid and convincing arguments
of Miss Sarabhai really attracted admiration.

Then we had the good fortune of having an enlightening lecture from Mrs,
Shardaben Mehta whose liberal ideas and selfless service to the poor and oppressed
are wellknown to every child of Gujarat.

The Union and the Secretary regret that the work this year is slow, yet they
guarantee that the Union has now decided to be more active and to bring in the
intelligentia of India in touch with the students; they propose to do their best to
develop an army of speakers and debaters by various encouragements.

Pratap T. Chhaya.
Hon. Secretary.

The Gujarat College Co-operative Stores Society Ld.
1oth. Report.

Mr. President and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Managing Committee of the Gujarat College Co-operative
Stores Society Ltd. I have great pleasure in placing before you the balance sheet,

the assets and liabilities, and also the profit and loss account for the year ending
31st March 1929,

The total number of shareholders is 266, while share capital amounts to
Rs. 760/-. The reserve fund of the last four years is Rs, 364-2-5. The total
purchases of this year amount to Rs. 3504~8-9, while the actual sales made are
of Rs. 3043-8-9. The expenses incurred during this year figure at Rs. 146-13-6.
while our balance in the Bank upto 31st March stands at Rs. 1477-5-3. The total

profit of the year is Rs. 334-3-0. Out of this profit the following distribution is
put forth for your approval.

Rs. 47-8-0 are to be set aside for dividend at 61 p. c. according to by-law
no. 46 (a). Rs, 29-0-0 i. e. 10 percent of the remaining profit are carried to the
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The Society Twenty Eight.

( Established in the year 1928 for the study & investigation of problems
relating to History, Economics, & Political Science etc. )

It was in the fitness of things that the Society should have flung open its
doors to the students of arts as well as the science departments besides those of
the B. A. Economics group for associate membership. The result has justified its
existence from day to day. The total number of members isat present 28 including
the associate members, The following have been elected as the office-bearers of
the managing committee : —

1 Mr. A M. Joshi (8. B. A.)— President.
2 Mr, R. M. Parikh (J. B. A )-~Secretary.
3 Mr. S. C. Maharaja (S. B. A)—Treasurer,

Messers C, N. Parikh (S. B. A)) and N, L. Thakore (J. B. A) have been
elected as the members of the managing committee.

The Society has earned popularity and a good name for itself during the last
year and it ought to be mentioned here that the capital thus realized has earned
considerable interest under the able guidance and fostering care of Prof. M. S.
Commissariat. We may be permitted to add here our humble appreciation of the
pleasant company of Prof. Commissariat on our excursion to Shah Alam’s Roza,
Kankaria and the Dutch Tombs.

During this term Messers C. J. Coomarappa and Ben Marsden were our
principal guests, who gave delightful lectures on ¢ The contribution of Public
Finance to the present Economic state of India” and “Mill management and
position of Textile Industry in India ” respectively.

[Tappily for us, Principal Shirras has taken an active move to make
the Society progress in all ways and in all spheres. We also thank Prof. Desh-
pande for his assistance, and all others who have not failed to do their little bit
for the prosperity of the Society. It is not too much for a Society of this kind to
hope that with the cooperation of the members, one and all, the Society will see
its hey—day of success very shortly.

The lectures for this term are as follows :—
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With reference to our library, we have so far got about 25 books, and hope
to get some more very soon, Principal Shirras has kindly given us a cupboard
for our books. He has also for the present lent us some books from the College
Library.

In concluding we thank Principal Shirras, Prof, Kanga, Prof, Ajrekar, Dr. Shah
and Messrs, Nargund and Sutaria for their encouragement and support by be-
coming associate members of our Saciety.

The Programme of Lectures upto date is as follows :—

Date, Subject. Lecturer.

I | 21-2-29 | “Tagore the Man and the Poet” ... Mr. N, T. Sethna.

2 7-3-29 | “The Plays of Tagore” ol y Y. S, Pandya.
3 | 19-7-29 | “Tagore and Shantiniketan” o » Gupta.
4 | ~29-7-29 | “Stray thoughts on Tagore’s Interpre- | ,, Trivedi.

tation of Indian Civilisation.

5 | 12-8-29 [ “The Larger Synthesis with readings | Dr. Sumant B. Mehta.

from Tagore” -~

. N. Gosalia,

Hon. Secretary.
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The sportsmen who represented the Gujarat College at the “Hind-Vijaya” Gymkhana,
Baroda in the year 1928-29.
Stiting.—Mr. N. F. Gabla, Mr. G. M. Chudasama, Prof. S. G. Sharangpani, Mrs. Shirras,
(lef? to right) ( Hon. Sec. ) ( Prof- in charge ) :
M. J. J. Vaidva, Mr. N. R. Chhipa.

Standing (left 10 7ight):—Mr. C. C. Bhatt, Mr. D. M. Thakar, Mr. N. N. Shukla,
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